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KONKAN STANDARD. 

Marathi is the principal language of all the coast districts of the Bombay Presidency, 
from Daman in the north to Rajapur in the south. ITie northern part of this territory 
from Daman to Umbargaon, is divided between Marathi and Gujarati, and the influence 
of the latter language is also felt farther south, the Tocabulary being, to some extent, 
Gujarati. This element is not, howerer, strong. 

In the south Marathi gradually develops into Konkani, the connecting links being 
Sangame^vari and Bankoti on one side, and Kuda|i on the other. 

The Marathi spoken in the territory defined above is closely related to the language 
of the Dekhan. In some characteristic points, however, it differs, much in the same way 
as is the case with the Marathi of Berar and the Central Provinces. 

It has already been remarked, and it will be shown below, that the dialects spoken by 
the Kun*bi8 of Poena and the Thakurs of Naaik mainly agree with the Marathi of the 
Konkan. They will therefore, so far as materials are available, be dealt with in conneo* 
tion with that form of the language. 

The Marathi of the Dekhan is the language of the literature and of the Government. 
Through the gradual spreading of education it more and more influences the dialects of the 
coast districts, and the specimens received from Kolaba, Janjira, and Ratnagiri, and 
professing to be written in Sangamelvari, one of the dialects of the Konkan, have proved 
to be in the usual language of Marathi literature. Most of them represent the speech of 
the educated classes, which is more or less influenced by the written language all over the 
Eonkan. 

The Portuguese missionaries, to whom we are indebted for a grammar of the dialect 

^. , . .. as spoken in Salsette, call it the northern dialect of £onkani. 

Name of the dial«ct. ti > % t i i. -r^ ^ % » - i 

It is not, however, a dialect of Konkarii, but a form of speech 
intermediary between that dialect and the Standard form of Marathi current in the 
Dekhan. It may conveniently be designated as the Konkan Standard of Marathi. This 
name cannot lead to confusion. It has long been customary to state that Marathi 
has two main dialects, one belonging to the Konkan, and the other current in the 
Dekhan. The Konkan Standard corresponds to the former. It must, however, be borne 
in mind that this dialect is different from Konkajai, the language of the Southern 
Konkan. 

The Konkan Standard has been returned under a bewildering mass of different 

names, partly denoting locality and partly caste or occupation. 

To the former class belong Bankoti, Damagii, Ghati, Maoli, 
and Sangamefivari ; to the latter Ag°ri, Bha^dari, Dhan*gari, KarhadI, Kiristiv, Koii, 
Kun*bJ, Par*bhi, and Thakl-i. These so-called dialects will be separately dealt with 
below. In this place we shall consider them all as one form of speech, with slight local 
variations. 

The Konkan Standard is the principal language of Thana, the Jawhar State, Kolaba, 

Janjira, and the northern part of Ratnagiri. It is spoken by 

Area in which spoken. , , ^t .^^. ^ 

about 2-| million people. 
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Proceeding from the north the details are as follows. 

A dialect called Par*bhi has been returned as spoken by nearly the whole Marathi 

speaking population of Bombay and Thaua as far north as 
par«b T. Daman. Par^bhi literally means the language of the Prabhus, 

The Prabhus, who are identical with the Kayasths of Gujarat and Upper India, were 
professional writers in the seyenteenth and eighteenth centuries, under both the Muha- 
madan and the Maratha governments. Marathi language and literature are largely 
indebted to their efforts in recording in prose for the first time the historical erents of 
their period. 

The Prabhus are said to hare come from Gujarat and Upper India. Their language 
is everywhere that of their neighbours. Par^bhi has been returned as a separate dialect 
from Bombay and Thana. It is also called Kayasthi, and in Bombay the Bombay dialect, 
while it is known as Damagi in the north round Daman. 

The number of speakers has been estimated as follows for the use of this survey i — 

Thana 15,000 

Jawliar State ............ 51,000 

Bombay Town and Island 94,000 

Total . 160,000 

The B1,000 speakers in the Jawhar State have been returned as speaking Marathi. 
No specimens have been forwarded, and the classification is not, therefore, quite certain. 

Kojis are found in alm(»t every village in Gujarat, the Konkan, and the Dekhan. 

They are considered to be one of the early tribes, and they 
'^' usually live by agriculture or fishing. They have often been 

connected with the Mu^da tribes, who are commonly denoted as Kols. The Kojis of 
Thana include many small tribes, and may broadly be sub-divided mto three classes : the 
MH Kolis, the Son K6\ib of the eoast, and certain low-castes who are not recognised by 
the r^t. They everywhere speak the dialect of their neighbours. 

Koli has been returned as a separate dialect from Bombay, Thana, Kolaba and 
Janjira. The local estimates of the numbers of speakers are as follows : — 

Bombay Town and Idand .•....-••« 10,000 

TliaJia • 163,000 

Kolaba . 10,186 

Janjira .....-•• 6*000 

TotAL . 189,186 

Tlie imtive Eoman Catholic Christians of Thana are usually called Kiristav by their 

Hindu and Musalman neighbours. Among Europeans they 
are known as Portuguese or Salsette Christians. They have 
been reported as speaking a separate dialect, called Kirismv, and their number has 
been estimated for the purposes of this survey at 26,600. 

The Kun*bis or Kulambis are husbandmen. They are usually divided into three 

groups, the Talheri or Konkan Kun*bis, the Maratha or 
Kur?«bf. Dekhan Kun^bis, and the Pachka^is. They everywhere 

speak the local language of their district. Thus the Kun*bis of Khandesh speak a form of 
Khandeii. See Vol. ix, Part ii. 
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Kuij'bi has been returned from the sea-ooast of Thatia and Janjiia, and specimens 

have ako been receired from Poona. Estimates of the number of speakers are only 

available from Thana and Janjira. The revised figures for those distriofe are— 

'^3^ 850,000 

Jinjim . . , . 18,000 

ToriL . , S68,000 

The Ag^ are a olass of husbandmen, uiuallj considered to be K6}is. Most of them 

are salt makers i^nd tillers of salt rice land. They are 

reported as speaking a separate dialect in Kolaba, where they 

are chiefly found in the vills^es on both sides of the Amba Rirer in the Pen and Alibak 

Talukas, in villages situated on the creeks of the Panwel Taluka, and in all the villi^es 

of the Uran Peta. Their number has been estimated at 22326. 

The Bhan^gars or shepherds have often been reported to speak a dialect of their 

own. The so-called Dhan*gai5 of Ohhindwara will be dealt 

"•«*'■ • with in connection with the other dialects of that district. 

It is quite different from the dialect of the shepherds in the Bombay presidency, where 

Dhan*gari has been returned from Thana, the Jawhar State, Janjira, and Belgaum. 

The following are the local estimates of the number of speakers :— 

Tkana . . . , . . . x,160 

Jawiisr .. • • • . • . . • • • « .20 
Janjim .•....•.'.••.,,70 
Belgaum • . . . • 500 

Touh . 1,750 

Bhamlari is the dialect spoken by the Bha^darls, or palm- juice drawers. It hm 

been reported as a distinct form of speech from Eolaba and 

'' ^ ' Janjira, and the number of speakers has been estimated as 

follows : — 

Kolaba • . . , . . . . . . , • i , 3^13 

Janlii-a 4,860 

•foTAt . 8,663 

The Thakurs are one of the early tribes, and they are found all over Gujarat, tiie 

Bekhan, and the Konkan. They are considered to be the 
descendants of Eajputs and Kolls. Piak*ri has been returned 
as a separate language from Kolaba and f^^asik, and the number of speakers has been 
estimated as follows : — 

Kolaba . . . . . . . 10,405 

Nasik . ..../.. 16,000 

Tof AL . 25,406 

Karhadi is the dialect spoken by the Karhada Brahmai^ in Sawantwadi, Batnagiri, 

and Bombay Town and Island. They are supposed to toke 
their name from Karhad in Satara. Estimates of their num- 
ber are only available from Bombay Town and Island, where they are said to nuniber 
about 2,000. 
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Sangamfi^rari is the language of Sangameshrar, a town in tbe DeTrukh Taluka 

of Batnagiri. The name is, howerer, often used to denote the 
"^ ^ ^' Konkan Standard of Marathi from fiombaj to Eajapur. It 

is there said to be the language of all Hindus (except Brahmans), of the Jews, the natire 
Christians, and the Konkani Musalmans called Nawaits. 

The figures returned for the purposes of this surrey are as follows : — 

Bombay Town and Island ••••....., 90,000 

Kolaba ..•...•. 265,000 

Janjii-a ............. 88,000 

Ratnagiri ............. 705,000 

Total . 1,098,000 

To this total must be added 234,800 speakers in the south of Kolaba, who were 
originally returned as speaking Konkani, but who hare since been stated to speak the 
ordinary Marathi of the district. We thus arrive at an estimated number of 1,332,800 
speakers of SaiigamelTari. Compare, however, the remarks on pp. 33 and 122. 

The variety of the latter dialect spoken by Muhammadans is usually called Bankoti, 
-.^ . ,„ «.e. properly the dialect of Bankot in the Mandan^ad Taluka 

of Ratnagm. Only 1,787 speakers have been returned from 
Kolaba^ no estimates being available from other districts. 

The dialect spoken in the Western Ghats, between Kolaba and the Bhor State, is 

Q^ usually called Ghati. It is probably identical with Maoli, 

the language of Maval, or the country above the Sahyadris, 

between Thana and Poona. The latter dialect has only been returned from Bombay 

Town and Island. The number of speakers has been estimated for the purposes of 

the Linguistic Survey as follows : — 

Ghati , . 2,000 

Maoli .............. 35,000 

Total . 37,000 



All these sc-called dialects are closely related. They are merely local forms of the 
Total number of speakers of Current Marathi of the Konkan. By summing up the 
Konkan Standard. figures giveu lu the preceding pages we arrive at the follow- 

ing total for that form of speech : — 

Par»bhi 160,000 

Ksli ^ .....,..,,,. . 189,186 

Kiristiv 25,500 

Knn»bi 368,000 

Ag«ri 22,826 

Bhan'gari ............ 1,750 

Bhind&ri . . . . , 8,663 

Tfc&k*Ti 25,405 

Karbadl . , . . . , , . . . . . . 2,000 

SaogamlfiTarl ...,.,..,.,. 1,332,800 

B&nkd^l ............. 1,787 

Ghafl and Mioli ........... 87,000 

Total . 2,374,917 
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To this total must be added the speakers of a few broken dialects, mz., Katkari or 
Sptaker, of broken diaiacti. p*Wi. VarH, Vad^TaU Pbtid^gi and SamTedi. They will 



grand total :— 

Konkftn Standard 
K&tkari • 
Virll 

V»4*va} . 
PJmd^ . 
SamTdd! • 



be dealt with below. We thus arrive at the following 



Total 



2,174,917 

76,700 

92,000 

3,500 

1,000 

2,700 

2,360,817 



The most typical form of the Konkan Standard is spokra in the southern part of 
Konkan standard of Thana. "^^^""^^ and wiU be dealt with first. A grammar of this 

form of speech was written in the seventeenth century by 
a Portuguese missionary, and the missionary Francisco Vas de Guimaraens wrote an 
abridged version of the gospels in it. An analysis of this latter work has been printed 
in the Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Boyal Asiatic Society, and a short specimen, 
taken from that source, has been reproduced below. It is usually known as a * Pura^t * 
and is highly popular with the Catholic Christians of Thana. 

AtJTHOBlTlES— 

0UIMABAEKS, Fbahcisco Vas dk, — DeclaracSo novammte feiia da muita Bohraia Morte e J?aimSo ia 

No8$o Smhor Jem$ Chrigio, Conforme a Bt^ewrSo o$ quairo wangBliitai, Liaboa 1659. Heimpri- 

made Bombahiia 1845. 
MiTCHiLii, RiY, J. McBBAT,— Ifard^Ai Worhi composed hy the Portuguese, Journal of ike Bomliay 

Brandi ol ihe Rc^al Aaiatio Sooietj. Vol. iii, Part i, 1849, pp. 132 and ff. 
Orammatiea da lingua Conoani no dialeoto do Norte, eom^osta no seculo xvti por hum m4»»ionar%o JPortu* 

gueM s e agora pela primeira ves dada & estampa (por Joaehim Seliodoro da Ounha Mivara,) 

Nora-Goa. Na imprensa naoioiial. 1858. 
Gamtteer of the Bombay Freeidenoy, Vol. xiii, Part i. Bombay 1882. Note on tbe langnago on pp. 67 

and ff . 
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